
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY NEWS (THURSDAY EDITION) 
February 16, 2018 

 
SAFETY, SAFETY, SAFETY 
Earlier today, I sent a safety alert email message from the Police Chief Lustig regarding an 
incident after school yesterday in which one of our students reported possibly being followed 
by a stranger as he walked home. Today, Dr. Greene spoke to students at Middlefork and I 
spoke to students at Sunset Ridge regarding the importance of safety, particularly as it pertains 
to any interaction with strangers and travel between home and school. We reminded students 
of the same information provided in the safety email message.  
 
The tragedy in Florida yesterday certainly generates great sadness and empathy for the 
impacted students, faculty and families. When these events occur, they often engender an 
increased sense of vulnerability in school communities. I am sure that many of our students, 
parents, and staff are experiencing these feelings. As a parent, I too think about the safety of 
my 3 children in their respective schools everyday, and struggle with how to appropriately talk 
to them about these incidents. At the end of this edition of the Friday News is a document from 
the National Association of School Psychologists with tips on talking to children about this 
topic. At school today, we mobilized our mental health staff to talk to any students or staff that 
may be struggling in the aftermath of yesterday’s events. Parents/guardians of any students we 
talked to were contacted by someone from the school. 
 
While we cannot say that we are immune to the possibility of school violence, our District has 
implemented many processes, procedures, and structures in our efforts to maximize safety and 
reduce the probability of such events occurring. We continuously work with two nationally 
recognized school security experts and our local first responders on how to improve our school 
safety. We employ systems that control progressive access into our schools, utilize materials 
and equipment to deter and minimize threats to our facilities, and regularly practice 
“lock-down” procedures with staff and students at all grade levels. We are always seeking 
ways to re-evaluate and improve our security and make our schools a safer place for our 
students, staff, and visitors. In fact, the Northfield police were on site just yesterday testing 
new communication systems in our schools. While our security measures can, at times, seem 
intrusive, I appreciate your cooperation, patience, and support as we balance the need for 
safety with our desire to maintain a warm and welcoming environment. 
 
 



 
STAKEHOLDER SURVEY RESULTS 
I want to sincerely thank all 234 parents/guardians and 66 staff members that took the time to 
share their thoughts on the survey. The results of the parent and staff surveys are now available 
for public viewing by clicking on the “2017-2018 Stakeholder Survey” link under District 
News & Events heading on our homepage.  
 
As you will see in the School Perceptions, LLC report, there is much to celebrate in District 
29, clear values articulated by our stakeholders, and several opportunities for targeted 
improvement. If you see something missing in the report, or still have thoughts that you would 
like to share with the D29 Board of Education, please use the “Send an Email to the Board” 
link under the Board of Education tab of our webpage to share your feedback. 
 
We will now integrate the survey data with information from our annual assessment report, to 
draft strategic plan themes and goals to guide future school improvement efforts. Once the 
draft plan is completed, we will be sharing the document with our stakeholders to gather 
additional feedback before finalizing the plan. Thank you again for sharing your feedback!  

WE ARE LISTENING AND YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT!!! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Edward J. Stange, Ph.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

MIDDLEFORK HEADLINES SUNSET RIDGE HEADLINES 

VALENTINE’S DAY was celebrated in all 
of our classrooms this week, as well as in the 
Middlefork office. If you have not had a 
chance to take in our colorful display, please 
pop in tomorrow. You’ll see the word “love” 
represented in the 19 different languages 
spoken by our students and families!  
 
HEALTH OFFICE NEWS: Middlefork 
continues to experience low percentages of 
students absent due to illness. Over the past 2 
weeks, less than 5% of our students missed 
school due to illness. We had 2 confirmed 
cases of influenza in grade two this past week 
and none the week before. Thank you for all 
your efforts in maintaining good health! 
On another health/safety note, only the 
original Skinny Pop popcorn may be brought 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS: Student 
council has been working hard on our lollipop 
sale and Penny Wars. These two events are 
benefiting the Leukemia Lymphoma Society 
which helps people who are fighting a battle 
with cancer. The lollipop sale was a huge 
success and brought a large donation in for 
this organization. Now we’re starting Penny 
Wars where each grade will be competing to 
raise more money (or have fewer sabotages). 
The winning grade will have a pizza party! 
Also, this year teachers and Dr. Sukenik and 
Dr. Stange are signing up to do a fun 
challenge such as get a pie in the face or try 
their luck at egg roulette if the entire school 
raises $2500. Other upcoming events include 
partnering with a few students holding events 



to school for consumption during snack time. 
The other versions use include ingredients 
that are dairy based.  
 
CHOOSE KIND was the most popular 
conflict resolution strategy among third 
graders this week, while kindergartners and 
first graders turned to the ‘ol reliable strategy, 
Rock-Paper-Scissors. We reached bronze 
medal status but are going for the gold! 
 
D29 FAMILY SERVICE NIGHT is March 
8 @ 6:15 p.m. in the SRS gym. We hope to 
see you there! Please support the evening by 
donating an item or two necessary to create 
hygiene kits for the New Trier Township 
Food Pantry. The kits benefit our area’s 
underserved elderly and disabled population.  

Kindergarten: Tube of toothpaste 
1st Grade: Toothbrush 
2nd Grade: Bar of Soap 
3rd Grade: Tube of Toothpaste 

 
LEARNING CENTER NEWS: Session 2 of 
Kindergarten Coders ended on Monday, 2/12, 
and Session 3 began Thursday, 2/15. If you 
have any questions about Kindergarten 
Coding contact Mrs. Johnson.  
The Winter Olympics Reading Challenge is at 
the halfway mark and Middlefork School is 
leading the medal count with 3 golds! 
Participants have until February 28 to 
complete desired challenges. Mrs. Johnson 
has a plethora of books in the library that 
qualify for all Olympic events. Students 
should stop by to check some out! 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY LUNCH has 
been rescheduled for Wednesday, 2/21. 
 
MIDDLEFORK NEWS: 
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/middleforkscho
ol_home.aspx 

for Soles for Souls  and preparing to welcome 
next year’s 4th graders to our school.  
 
SPANISH STAFFING CHANGE:  Mrs. 
Cavnar, who teaches 5th, 6th, and 8th grade 
Spanish, will be taking a leave for the 
remainder of this year.  Ms. Anna Murphy 
will be at Sunset Ridge in her role through 
June.  
 
RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS: Our 
Social Emotional Learning team helped 
Sunset Ridge celebrate Random Acts of 
Kindness week. Staff “RAK”d other staff and 
then students started performing random acts 
of kindness themselves, including writing nice 
notes to others, helping peers and staff with 
projects, and going out of their way to 
compliment others.  We hope to keep these 
random acts of kindness going! 
 
SERVICE NIGHT: Please join the Parent 
Connections Committee in an effort to 
support our area’s underserved elderly and 
disabled population by donating the supplies 
necessary to create Hygiene Kits benefitting 
the New Trier Township Food Pantry.  
We are asking each grade level to donate the 
following: 
4th Grade - Shampoo 
5th Grade - Conditioner 
6th Grade - Shampoo 
7th Grade - Conditioner 
8th Grade - Bar of Soap 
 
We will start collecting on Tuesday! 
 
SUNSET RIDGE NEWS: 
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/sunsetridgescho
ol_home.aspx 
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